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             WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced              today the final federal budget compromise for fiscal year 2003 contains              nearly $3.3 million for economic development, the environment, tourism,              health care, drug and alcohol abuse prevention, and emergency planning              in the Pioneer Valley.

             The funding was included in the Omnibus Appropriations Conference              Report approved by the House and Senate last night. The measure is              the overall spending bill for the current fiscal year.

             “I’m glad that Congress has finally approved an overall              spending bill for the current fiscal year. This funding provides continued              investments in communities that could use an economic boost right              now,” Olver said. 

             A summary of these projects is provided below.

Connecticut River cleanup: $810,000

             This funding will assist the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission’s              efforts to reduce combined sewer overflow (CSO) discharges into the              Connecticut River through critical sewage pollution control projects.              Combined sewer overflows are a problem of interstate significance              and major environmental impact. 

             Clean up of these combined sewer overflows has been mandated by the              U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. However, there is currently              no specific federal grant program designed to specifically address              the exorbitantly expensive costs that municipalities incur to reduce              pollution from municipal water systems. Dealing with the combined              sewer overflow problems on the Connecticut River is creating financial              hardships for communities. 

             “The EPA mandate to correct CSOs is an environmentally sound              endeavor, but unfortunately, there is not sufficient funding in the              State Revolving Loan Fund (SRF) to even come close to meeting these              communities’ needs. I will continue to work to help establish              a federal grant program to cover these costs,” Olver said.

             For more information, contact Tim Brennen, executive director of the              Pioneer Valley Planning Commission, at 413-781-6045.

Co-opPlus of Western Massachusetts, Inc., Holyoke: $750,000

             Co-opPlus of Western Massachusetts, Inc. is a Holyoke-based distributor              of environmentally-friendly energy that operates as a heating oil              delivery and service cooperative. It will use the funding to expand              into residential and commercial energy audits and management services,              such as installing and servicing fuel cells and distributing “green”              electricity in conjunction with the Connecticut Energy Cooperative.              The 3-year-old energy cooperative is owned and controlled by its members.

             “By delivering reasonably priced and environmentally friendly              energy to its members, Co-opPlus helps stimulate sustainable economic              growth in the region,” Olver said. “I’m glad that              this funding will support the cooperative’s efforts to expand              its services in western Massachusetts.”

             For more information, contact Terry Molner, board member of Co-opPlus,              at 413-584-8191 or Lynn Benander, Co-op Development Institute, at              413-774-7599.

Safe Seafood Project at UMass: $425,000

             The Safe Seafood Project at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst              combines food microbiology, chemistry and computer models into a research              system that examines issues of seafood safety.

             “This investment in seafood safety research could ultimately              save thousands of dollars in inspection costs down the road,”              Olver said. “I commend the researchers at UMass who will work              on this important project to protect public health.”

             Last fiscal year, Olver secured $400,000 for the seafood safety project.              Through this research, the project has started to develop strategies              for the detection, control and eradication of the hazards associated              with fish consumption. Researchers are also collecting, analyzing              and interpreting data currently being collected by the seafood industry              pursuant to Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Hazard Analysis Critical              Control Point (HACCP) regulations.

             For more information, contact Fergus M. Clydesdale, head of the food              science department at UMass, at 413-545-2275.

Museum of American Democracy, Deerfield: $300,000

             The funding will be used to restore and renovate four historic buildings              of the Old Deerfield Town Center to create the first Museum of American              Democracy. The 19th century town hall, firehouse, town office and              schoolhouse will be restored and renovated to create a museum complex              that will include the Museum of American Democracy, a community art              center, an art museum and an American History Teacher=s Center. 

             “This is an exciting project that will introduce visitors to              the culture and history of American Town Hall democracy, volunteer              firefighters and rural community life,” Olver said.
             The buildings are part of the Old Deerfield Village Historic Landmark              District, established in 1962. They are the last of the historic structures              in Old Deerfield that remain to be preserved. The Old Town Hall was              designated an official project of the Save America=s Treasures program.

             For more information, contact Timothy C. Neumann, executive director              of the Pocumtuck Valley Memorial Association at 413-774-7476.
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Franklin County Community Coalition of Teens, Youth Substance              Abuse Prevention: $300,000

             The Community Coalition of Teens project will create the first comprehensive              30-town regional plan of action addressing substance abuse prevention              for teens in the Franklin County/North Quabbin region. Youth, parents              and community members will create a map of existing services and gaps,              identify and prioritize areas of greatest need and create an action              plan for education, intervention and treatment.

             Local health and substance abuse prevention and treatment professionals,              as well as state public health officials, have long identified this              region’s need for services to address youth substance abuse.              This project will bring together the currently disconnected and uncoordinated              efforts and concerns of providers throughout the region.

             For more information, please contact Linda Dunlavy, executive director              of Franklin Regional Council of Governments, at 413-774-3167, ext.              103.

Community Health Center of Franklin County, Turners Falls:              $225,000

             The Community Health Center of Franklin County is a private, not-for-profit              corporation that delivers high-quality preventive and primary medical              and dental care to area residents regardless of individual insurance              status or ability to pay. This funding will assist the health center              through an important transition in making capital improvements necessary              to expand and solidify its administrative capacity in order to increase              productivity and maintain competitiveness. 

             “This community health center works to improve the health status              of residents in the area. In turn, it helps decrease the isolation              of many residents, allowing them to function more independently, return              to work in some cases, or reduce absenteeism from work, and to improve              their overall productivity within their communities,” Olver              said.

             The Center is the only federally qualified health center available              in Franklin County. Their support services include outreach and transportation              to bring patients into care, eligibility screening and assistance              for public insurance programs, Spanish interpreting, and ancillary              clinical services that enhance primary medical and dental care such              as clinical nutrition, tobacco treatment, on-site WIC and laboratory              services.

             For more information, please contact Dr. Sarah Kemble, executive director,              CHC of Franklin County, 413-772-6157.

Local Emergency Planning in Franklin and Hampshire counties:              $200,000

             This funding will allow the Franklin and Hampshire Councils of Government              to work with emergency personnel, municipal officials and volunteers              to create two coordinated regional emergency preparedness plans. Training              would be provided to emergency responders in both regions. A system              for keeping the plans accurate, current and publicly accessible would              also be created. 

             This multi-year project has taken on new significance in light of              heightened awareness and security concerns. This project will offer              45 communities a regional local emergency response plan and training              program. 

             “While considerable monies have been allocated for federal and              state emergency planning efforts, these funds have not reached local              emergency responders,” Olver said. “Most of these 45 communities              lack the resources to undertake these projects on their own. A coordinated              regional effort is the most sensible and efficient solution.”

             For more information, please contact Linda Dunlavy, executive director              of Franklin Regional Council of Governments, at 413-774-3167, ext.              103.
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